[Adrenocorticotropin hormone--possible marker of pregnancy pathologies].
Adrenocorticotropin hormone (ACTH) is produced from the anterior pituitary gland and can be considered as one of the main elements of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis. ACTH secretion is controled by corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) from hypothalamus. ACTH stimulates the adrenal cortex. It's affects synthesis and releasing of glucocorticoids, precursors of aldosterone, which affects the synthesis of mineralocorticoids. Preeclampsia and intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR) is one of the major pregnancy pathologies. The aetiology of these states are not clearly known, it is assumed that factors pathogenetic chain has been operating in early pregnancy. These factors are generally similar for both diseases. It is assumed that these pathologies will activate the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal stress axis both for mother and fetus. In research studies, mathernal plasma CRH concentrations are elevated in complicated pregnancies. Etiopathogenesis of severe pregnancy pathologies such as IUGR, or preeclampsia is still unclear. Therefore, the research focuses on finding new markers that contribute to early diagnosis of serious states.